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The  FDA has proposed rules under  the Public Heath Safety and  Bioterrorimn Preparedness and  Response &t of :-ii2 
2002 that would require U.S. importers to provide prior notification to the FDA for food ‘imported or offsd f$z s 
import into ihe United Sates.” 1 am concerned that the rules arc not consistent tifith the intent of Congress&nd t&@ 
fhq would creak @ ificmt economic harms without appreciable benefit to U.S. consumer safety. The$$DA-;! 
requiremenrs for prior reporring for food shipments that are not being delIvered to aUS. importer and  artiot go$g  
to be  consumed in the U.S.; but are mae ly “in-transit-’ and  on  their way to delivtiy in a  foreign country, appear  to 
be  redundant, unworkable, and  harmful to the economy without benefit in% consumers in any way. 

As the FDA’s XF’RM swes, Congress intended the Biutcrrtism Act “lo enhance the security of the KS. food 
supply,” “to ensure that wnsrtmes in tkr Lhted Sratcs do  not eat food that IS contaminated,‘- and  “to p~cp~cp~cp~cp~cp~cp~c~ 
cunsl~mers in rhs Unired Srcr~s from food imports that may be  at risk” (emphasis added).  Unfortunately, the! FDA 
has proposed rules affecti not only food importem but also transportation providers. Requirements that 
transportation pro+idas be  cespansiblo for certain disclosures on food imports bburrd for other destinations or for 
re-export go  far beyond w-hat was intended by Gm@ss and do not adequately promote the goal of the Act -to 
prot+xt U.S. consumers. These requirements would impose he;Lvy burdens on  carriers, ports and  commerce. 

It is Important to kno~x: what f&d imports are coming to the United States far consumption here, but it is also 
important to keep our ports and  shipping lines running smoothly. It is vitally important that the stew FDA rules are 
Implemented in a  manner  that mures that U.S. port5 and marine terminals do  not become congested with cargo 
&at is being held by the FDA because of compliance issues and  also thal these new ruIes do nat adversely xnpact 

transportation providers, fie FDA must ensure that its mandate to enhance the security ofthe U.S. food supply 
does not impose complex, redundant,  and unworkable reporting rules on  “in-trahsit” food imports. 

T  strongly enco~age the FDA, in its rulemaking, to clarify that the ragulation’s ir&rmation filing requirements do  
not apply to “in-transit’ cargo that is not being dellvered to a  U.S. importer. 
Thank you far your prompt attenlion to this matter. 


